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Norman Rockwell and the Nostalgia We All Live With 

Edward Cody Huddleston​

Baxley, Georgia, USA 

Rockwell’s art is as American as apple pie​

and Agent Orange! 

There’s nothing wasted in his work;​

each stroke is one of genius. 

One painting will make you nostalgic for a malt shop​

driven out of business by McDonald’s before you were born.​

And the next? Well, the next reminds you that Ruby Bridges exists.​

And whoever wrote that on the wall behind her existed.​

And what made them what they were still exists​

in the laws of our nation, the fabric of our culture,​

and in our cities, wearing combat boots and balaclavas,​

as they drag children from their homes and throw them into vans. 

So when people say that Norm reminds them of the good old days,​

always remind them that he eventually realized they weren’t the good old days. 

 

 

 



Some Things Never Change 
By Robert Witmer​

Tokyo, Japan 

I get in line with the seabirds. They seem to be looking at their reflections in the thin film of 

water behind the retreating wave. So I look down. There I am. In a baggy bathing suit with a 

snorkel in my left hand. It’s hot, and the water smells like gasoline. A kid runs by and the 

birds scatter. There I am. In a baggy bathing suit – all alone. 

a bald tire​

on a patch of ice​

the world turns 

First published in The Other Bunny, January 6, 2025. 
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